Chairman’s Report – Annual Parish Meeting
April 20th 2026

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.  Thank you for joining us this evening for our 2026 village Annual Parish Meeting.
As you know the Annual Parish Meeting is hosted by the Parish Council on behalf of the village, which gives local community groups a platform to share news of what they have accomplished over the previous 12 months and a preview of any projects they are working on which they would like to share with us. 
Once we have been through the agenda items, we will announce the individuals or groups who have been nominated to receive a Certificate of Appreciation to recognise their hard work, dedication and continued contribution to improving the lives of the residents.  This will be presented by our District Councillor, Daniel Land, after which we invite you to stay to enjoy some light refreshments with us.
As always, I would like to give credit to the voluntary organisations in the village and the vital work they do.  It is these organisations, and the residents who run them, which help to build cohesion within our community.  Their contribution provides people with focus, a  sense of purpose and provides much needed social activities for those residents who perhaps rely on social interaction maybe just one night a week..  Weeley is truly blessed with a strong network of volunteers, and this helps to vastly improve the quality of life for residents.  
Weeley in Bloom continues to keep the village and heath looking beautiful which I know can be back breaking work and I hope they know that the community, and the Parish Council, is so very appreciative of their hard work.
Thanks must also go to Weeley Residents’ Association for continuing to provide a wide variety of entertainment, activities and outings which as I have already mentioned, for many residents, is a vital lifeline.
We are also grateful to Pearl and Derrick Byford for their dedication over many years to keeping St. Andrew’s Church open and functioning.  This beautiful church is still a magnet for couples wishing to tie the knot and for those who would like to finally rest in its very tranquil setting so the work they do along with the rest of the PCC and the volunteers who clean the church, polish the brassware and arrange the flowers should not be underestimated.
If you would like to volunteer with any of our local organisations, some of which are here this evening, please feel free to approach them to offer your services!
Thanks must also go to our Ward Councillor, Peter Harris and Essex County Councillor Dan Land for their constant help and guidance to the Parish for which we are very grateful.  
As many of you will be aware we lost Gilliane Foster at the end of 2025.  She was our longest serving Parish Councillor and is very much missed.  However, last month, we co-opted Peter Gough onto the Parish Council and so welcome him to his first Annual Parish Meeting tonight!
I also want to thank our Vice Chair, Danny Botterell and fellow councillors Jenny Beady, Vicky Cauvain, Liz Fitzpatrick, Kevin Green, Kevin Millar, Terry Spong and Steve Gunter, our Parish Clerk.  
In preparing this statement it was interesting to reflect on what we have achieved over the last 12 months, items which are still ongoing and our plans for the next few months.
· [bookmark: _Hlk41553651]In December 2025, we held the annual switching on of the Christmas tree lights by members of the Scouts and Beavers.  Again, the bus company failed to inform the drivers of the suspension of services along The Street but this time the driver was able to do a 3 point turn at the bottom of The Street and return from whence he came.  We plan to bring forward the date of the event this year to 29th November at a time to be decided and announced later in the year. Please put the date in your diaries. 
· The Parish Council hosted the VE Day 80th Anniversary Commemoration on May 9th and even though the weather was a bit hit and miss everyone seemed to enjoy the day.
· We installed the phone box seed and book library on the corner of The Street and Hilltop Crescent which although visited on a couple of occasions by local vandals is going great guns and thanks go to Jenny Beady for her supervision of donations and keeping the library neat and tidy.

· We mounted a triple tier planter under the official crest at Spencer Way and are very grateful that it is now under the tender care of Weeley in Bloom.
· We upgraded the CCTV system around the playing field and village hall which has greatly improved the image resolution and coverage around the area.  
· As we announced last year the Parish Council has erected a fence around exposed sides of the spinney in Clacton Road as a protective measure to prevent any unwanted incursions as parts of it are  quite vulnerable.  
· We also cleared the overgrowth on the footpath along Clacton Road from The White Hart pub down to the Crematorium roundabout to make access for pedestrians safer.
In 2026,
· We will be investigating possible solutions to the wall behind the Weeley War Memorial in Bentley Road which is struggling to keep its integrity due to the amount of soil and vegetation from the property behind it.  
· We have replaced some of the trees which have died or blown over along the Clacton Road Bypass and this will be an ongoing project to ensure the avenue of trees is maintained.
I am sure there will be new issues and challenges to face over the next 12 months and I encourage residents to come along to our monthly meetings to get involved with what is happening in and around the village and to raise any issues they feel need to be given airtime.
Thank you again for coming along this evening and if you can, please join us for some refreshments after this meeting.


Cllr Christine  Hamilton
Chair, Weeley Parish Council
24 April 2026
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