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Sometime this month, someone messaged me and said ‘what were you doing at the side of a certain road’?, so I replied with my usual sad humour ‘Playing in the road’.  
But really when I thought about it that is what I do sometimes. This time it was on Colchester Road just before the Crematorium and roundabout at a site that I first photographed and reported back in 2021.  Since then the ‘crack/Fissure’ has grown larger and spread across the road so it was dodge the traffic and take photographs as needed. (I have recorded at least 6 different reference numbers for this so it has been reported that many times.)
It was the same at the corner of Bentley Road which was reported 2 months ago but is now reported again.
The top of Hilltop Crescent is a bit quieter so all of the small potholes there have also been reported as have the holes in the Street by the covered bus stop.
The bottom of Hilltop Crescent all the way up to no 20 is again a road of top dressing breakdown making it a bumpy drive.  This part of Hilltop Crescent has never been repaired properly!
The drain on First Avenue on the corner of Alexander Road has been repaired although Essex Highways did not report this to me and it was only as I chose to drive around that I can report this. However a very good job has been done.
All the potholes near Connaught Road have been spray painted twice but with the experience of Colchester Road where the spray paint was applied liberally and often this does not guarantee that they will be filled very soon but there is always hope.

Speed Watch Report

In July we held 5 speedwatch sessions.  In those sessions we logged 77 speeding vehicles, the fastest was doing 45mph in a 30mph zone on Thorpe Road. Two had no tax, 1 no MOT. All were reported.  there was 1 repeater.

On the last day of July there was an incident.  I do not not want to go into details, it is still upsetting..  The Police would or could not attend and to feel safe we had to drive through three villages to make sure we were not followed. 
Following this no speedwatches were held in August.  
We have tentatively started speedwatching again. 

But the question that should be asked is: If the Police cannot or will not support us when we are ‘harrased or intimidated’ whether in a public place or not is it not time that it was made an offence to do so?  Otherwise we are at risk of losing all the community volunteers (not just Community Speed Watchers) that give so freely of their time.

To put this into context, 4 days after the incident I recieved a phone call that was more upsetting than the incident itself from a Police Sergeant.
Again I will not go into details.  On one point I agreed to disagree but then he said ‘If anything happens again, you are not to call the Police but pack up and go!’ 
We have speed watched for nearly 8 years as we feel it is good for the community, it does slow cars down and speeders think about their speed or ‘will they be there’ the next time they pass that way. 
But if we have an incident anything like that again we will take that Sergeants advice and with regret will pack up and go for the last time.


